


























News in Brief

Mobile Industry

Inheritance

New
supreme
court

Britain's highest court,
the new supreme court is
being created under the
Constitutional Reform Act
2005, and will;

B Hear appeals on arguable

\Wedding ceremony fails to stop

a former wife from inher

ting

A woman whose husband died a few hours after their wedding ceremony has failed to stop his former
wife inheriting a large chunk of his estate. Three Court of Appeal judges ruled that Owen Soulsbury's
promise of £100,000 to his former wife, Elizabeth, must be honoured by his widow, Kathleen.

Need more
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us with your enquiry.
If you would like us

to email a copy of our
electronic legal magazine
to someone you know,
please email us with
their details and we'll
send them a copy.

Elizabeth married Mr Soulsbury in 1966 and they had
three children. After the marriage broke down in 1986,
the husband was ordered to pay periodical payments
to his former wife of £12,000 a year plus £2,400 a year
maintenance for the younger children.

In 1993, Elizabeth agreed to her former husband's
suggestion that he should cease paying maintenance
in return for him leaving her £100,000 on his death. He
married Kathleen on October 10, 2000 at Charing Cross
Hospital in London, where he was being treated for
leukaemia, and died that evening.

The widow then refused to pay the legacy to the first
wife, saying the agreement was unenforceable. She
said her marriage had the effect of invalidating her
husband's will which left the money to Elizabeth.

The appeal judges said Elizabeth could have taken her
former husband, who received £565,000 in 1988, to
court at any time to recover the unpaid maintenance
but chose not to.

Lord Justice Ward said: “Where the promisee has
honoured her bargain, the deceased would remain
bound to honour his. If he failed to provide payment
for her on his death, her right to that payment became
enforceable by a direct right of action for breach of
contract against his estate.”

He said the husband and his former wife had reached
a "perfectly valid agreement” and dismissed the
widow's appeal.
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Crackdown on the high
fees for Britain's mobile
phone companies

Britain's mobile phone companies could face a crackdown on the high fees that they
charge users for downloading data such as music tracks and e-mails when they are
abroad after a European Commission inquiry.

A study into the cost of sending text messages,
downloading music and surfing the internet while away
from home has been commissioned by Viviane Reding,
the Commissioner for Information Society and Media.

The findings, which should be published in December, are
the first steps in an inquiry that could lead to the mobile
operators being forced to cut their prices. A final decision
will not be taken until autumn next year.

Internet access is now a standard feature on mobile
phones. Users can access the net on 2.5G phones using
GPRS technology or via "next-generation” 3G technology.

Many consumers, however, are unaware of the much
higher prices charged by phone companies for data
abroad. They find out only when they return home to
high bills. The mark-ups on data abroad are in addition to
the marked-up prices on making and receiving calls.
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Brussels has already forced the mobile companies to
reduce charges for calling home from abroad by up to
70 per cent after classing the costs as extortionate.
However, data has remained untouched.

Mobile operators are expected to fight vigorously
against any cuts to the charges, which form a key
part of their future sales plan. The operators are
relying on uptake of the lucrative services to enable
them to claw back the huge sums that they paid out
during the auction for 3G licences at the height of the
dot-com boom.

Together, Britain's main mobile operators paid
£22.5 billion for the right to "next-generation”
technology. Consumers, however, have remained
stubbornly uninterested and calls and text
messages still make up the bulk of the phone
companies' revenues.
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points of law of general public
importance

Act as the final court of appeal
in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland

B Hear appeals from civil cases

in England, Wales, Northern
Ireland and Scotland and
criminal cases in England, Wales
and Northern Ireland

B Assume the devolution jurisdiction

of the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Council. The Commonwealth
jurisdiction of the council will
remain unchanged

Source: Department for
Constitutional Affairs
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